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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 3 OCTOBER 2OL6

Thank you for all members who have come along tonight for the Annual General Meeting.

It has been a busy year with a number of projects. These include:

* lntroduction of the on-line court booking system. Our Club applied to trial this new system

where the idea is to make court facilities efficiently available for use by both members and

the general public. We received support and funding from Tennis Australia, Tennis Victoria

and Banyule Council and our club has been successful with introducing it. Geoff Kline has put

in a huge effort to make it happen and diligently work through the teething problems and

educate users in the new system. Non-members are now able to access and pay to use the

club facilities and while initial uptake has been small it has generated some revenue and also

increased the overall use of the club.

* ln conjunction with this members' keys have been replaced with more efficient swipe cards

as their membership is paid and they apply. Usage of the new on-line membership renewal

system increased and provided a bit of additional Club revenue.

* Expanding and renovating the outdoor area. New fans, heaters, lights and blinds were

installed and have been very popular. lt has provided more protection for juniors and

parents during the summer months and also through the cold winter evenings where most

teams now prefer to have their suppers outside, taking advantage of the new facilities.

* New blinds were also installed inside the clubhouse so that interior lights can be on without
affecting players on the courts.

t The Club has now been registered as a tax deductible entity with the Australian Sports

Foundation which was set up by the Australian Government for the purpose of raising

money to develop sport in Australia.

* Other projects completed during the year include fencing extensions and the fixing of the

toilet system. We also replaced the reverse cycle heater/cooler in the clubhouse with the

assistance of David Fitzpatrick and his family and the sponsorship of Bendigo Bank.

* Our website continues to be updated and improved thanks to Bob May.



Our juniors have had a successful year under the capable care of Cameron Simon and Raelene

Craven and players look very smart in their new uniforms provided by Bob Riley. I'd like to thank all

the junior parents who act as team mangers and home supervisors during the weekly competition.

Our coaching program with Cameron Simon and Kristen van Elden continues to be very popular as is

the Tennis Australia Hot Shots program with its different skill levels. A number of new concepts such

as cardio tennis have been trialled with varying success and some juniors are now playing in Sunday

morning competitions.

A junior newsletter prepared by Raelene and Cameron was a hit when published during the year

and there is a separate Junior Report tonight.

During the year we celebrated our 40th anniversary and we still have a few members who were

there when the Club started in L976.

Financially the Club is in a sound position and we regularly review revenue and expenses. Some

monies continue to be set aside as reserves for the replacement of the sand filled artificial grass

carpets on the bottom 4 courts which will need to happen over the next couple of years. We also

compared our membership fees with other clubs in the area and decided not to change them as we

continue to be one of the lowest cost clubs.

With regards to the tennis a number of our Junior and Senior Competition teams were successful

during the year and social tennis mid week and at weekends continues to grow.

Some of our challenges for the year ahead include implementing the new Victorian Child Safety

Standards which become operative from the L January 2OL7, and landscaping the embankment

between the 2 sets of courts.

Our Club relies heavily on the efforts of volunteers and I would like to thank all of you for your

participation during the year.

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank our sponsors Bendigo Bank, the ETU, Bob Riley

and Rebel Sports whose assistance is invaluable in running and improving the Club.

ln closing I hope you continue to enjoy your tennis and the wonderful facilities we have here at

Karingal Drive.

Regards

Kevin Kelly

Club President
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